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HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: I would like to let the chamber know that yesterday 
I was involved in an incident on the street where my electorate office is. Two individuals tried to hold up 
a pharmacy on Syren Street in Rockingham for nothing more than codeine. How unfortunate was I? 
Vincent Wong, a friend of mine, owns the pharmacy. I usually walk down there and pop in and say hello to 
Vincent on the way to get some lunch. One individual was threatening staff and throwing things around. The 
staff pushed a panic button and within seconds police who were not in uniform swarmed on this guy—it was 
quite incredible—and arrested him and handcuffed him right before me. I learnt some new names about what 
this guy and his mate thought of me, so I will not repeat them tonight! 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I am sure that Hon Ken Travers would like to share in that too, but we will not get into 
that. 
At the end of the day, the reason those police were so excellent is that they were having lunch next door, so that 
was very handy. I went and got some lunch too. I thought that I would leave them alone and then I would come 
back. I was worried about Vincent, Kat and Brooke who work there. I asked, “What happened? What were they 
after?” They told me that they were after codeine. I said, “Codeine? You mean pseudoephedrine.” They said, 
“No, codeine, Phil. You’re not getting it right.” I am talking about Panadeine Extra and Nurofen Plus. Do not 
worry, Hon Ken Travers; I am not going to table these tonight so I can be kicked out again. They are legal, 
before Hon Ken Travers gets excited, as usual. I thought: how the hell do people get a high from that? 
Apparently, people are taking one to three packets of this stuff a day. It will kill them by damaging their kidneys. 
Apparently, if someone is on methamphetamine and is on a low, this stuff will give them a bit of a high. The 
other thing they are doing with it—I do not know how to do this so I am not going to explain it—is baking it to 
make a form of heroin. We have the psychoactive drugs bill coming up for debate and I thought: now we are 
worrying about nothing more than a bloody headache pill. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Sorry, Mr President. 

I thought: how does a pharmacist deal with that? I realise that the Therapeutic Goods Administration is 
suggesting that codeine products should be available only on prescription. The pharmacists I have spoken to 
have said that that could also be corrupted by drug dealers, because people could go to five doctors and ask for 
a script and it is very hard for the pharmacists to knock them back when buying this product. These codeine 
projects could be put under something such as Project STOP. If a person who has the flu—I am just getting over 
it at the moment—wants to buy the old formula Codral that has pseudoephedrine in it, they need photo 
identification or a driver’s licence, which I have but it is not quite up to date at the moment but hopefully will be 
soon! I do not have any other photo ID, so I have to use that, but that is another story. Basically, that is recorded. 
If a person tries to buy that product an hour later at any other chemist, the chemist can question it and tell the 
person that they have already had their Codral formula and ask them why they need another packet. It is free for 
members of the Pharmacy Guild of Australia to join Project STOP or it costs $300 for those who are not 
members, so it is very cheap. If these products are to be available only on prescription, it will cost Medicare 
hundreds of millions of dollars, which is a cost to the taxpayer, and it will not give chemists the power to make 
sure that they can control the supply of this drug. 

I am sorry that once again I have had to bring legal drugs into this place. I had no idea that I would come in here 
tonight after witnessing a person being arrested by the police. I do not know whether he had a gun or a knife. 
The staff in chemists are feeling unsafe. It is reaching the point these days at which it is more unsafe to be 
a chemist than it is to own a bank. It is not about Rockingham or Western Australia; it is happening in our own 
country. It is never ending. 

I just wanted to bring that to the attention of members. If we forget about who is Labor, Liberal, Nationals or 
Greens, together we could send a message that codeine is now becoming a problem for a small part of the 
population. For decades, the rest of Australia has been very responsible with this drug. It is only recently that a 
few of them have worked out that they can take a packet of this stuff and get some sort of high. It will kill them 
eventually. Who knows what is next? I do not think we need to be rocket scientists to bring in Project STOP for 
this product. Why do we have to muck around? Why do we have to wait until 15 October to put in a submission 
and then wait until next June or July before it is implemented? Come on; I am sure we are a lot smarter than that 
in Australia. Let us just use Project STOP for codeine products. It works. Let us not muck around. Let us save 
some more lives. 
 

 [1] 


	PROJECT STOP
	Statement


